
 

 

Job Title: Assistance Dog Trainer Job Category: Training 

Contact:  Laura Galante, Interim Executive Director at Laura@azpowerpaws.org 

 

The Assistance Dog Trainer will work with Golden and Labrador Retrievers for the purposes of 
placing assistance dogs for mobility impairments, Type I Diabetes, and people affected by Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). The ideal candidate incorporates science-based positive 
reinforcement training and utilizes force-free methods to train dogs to work happily and voluntarily 
for their partners.  
 

PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITIES 

 Responsible for training assistance dogs to meet client needs (mobility, diabetic alert, PTSD) 
 Monitor and evaluate the dogs as they progress through training 
 Coordinate and implement training programs, including leading volunteer Puppy Raisers in 

weekly classes 
 Assist with interviewing, matching, and placement of service dogs with clients 
 Prepare learning materials and instruct clients how to work with their dog 
 Maintain consistent communication and updates with volunteer Puppy Raisers 

SECONDARY RESPONSIBILITIES 

 Work with volunteers as assigned and maintain good relationships with all volunteers 
 Timely computer record maintenance and phone and email communication 
 Manage administrative process of collecting and reviewing evaluations for dogs in training 

and to provide appropriate follow up as needed 
 Ensure dog files are up to date, including medical, behavioral, training, and cost related 

information 
 Schedule vet appointments to ensure dogs get required medical tests, treatments, and 

medications 
 Participate in presentations and volunteer events as requested 

QUALIFICATIONS AND EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS 

 At least two (2) years of professional dog training experience 
 Comfort leading training sessions, preferably with prior experience as an instructor 
 Ability to instruct people with a variety of backgrounds and skill levels in the methodology 

and best practices for service dog training 
 Comply with Assistance Dog International standards and ethics 
 Computer proficiency in Word, PowerPoint, and Excel programs 
 Outstanding communications skills, both written and verbal 
 Exceptional interpersonal skills 
 Possess a valid driver’s license, working vehicle and insurance 

 Prior experience with service dog or assistance dog training desired but not required 

 

 


